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SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER SOARES DESCRIBED SPINOLA'S 
PATERNALISTIC GOVERNING STYLE AND DESIRE EOR DE GAULLE- 
TYPE AUTHORITY AS LEADING TO HIS EALL FROM POWER. 

SOARES FEELS PREDICTIONSOF LEFTIST SHIFT SINCE 
SEPTEMBER 28 ARE EXAGGERATED AND POINTS TO SEVERAL 
CENTRIST APPOINTMENTS IN REBUTTAL. ALSO DESCRIBES COSTA 
GOMES' STRENGTH. END SUMMARY. 

IN OCTOBER 10 MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR AND VISITING 
DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS, FOREIGN MINISTER SOARES MADE 
FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. SPINOLA WAS TRYING TO RUN TOO MUCH OF A ONE MAN 
SHOW, WHICH CREATED CHAOS IN THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT. 

THERE ARE COUNTLESS ILLUSTRATIONS OF THIS BEHAVIOR 
PATTERN BUT A EEW EXAMPLES WILL SUFFICE. 

1 . HE DIDN'T TELL ANYONE IN ADVANCE ABOUT HIS 
MEETING WITH MOBUTU. BOTH FOREIGN MINISTER AND PRIME 
MINISTER LEFT IN DARK ABOUT IT AND FOUND OUT ONLY DAY 
BEFORE MEETING WHEN PROTOCOL CHIEF IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
INFORMED SOARES HE WAS GOING WITH SPINOLA TO SAL ISLAND. 

SPINOLA NEVER TOLD ANYBODY WHAT TRANSPIRED BETWEEN HIM 
AND MOBUTU. HE ALSO NEVER TOLD ANYBODY WHAT TRANSPIRED 
BETWEEN HIM AND NIXON AT AZORES MEETING. 

2. HE ANNOUNCED MAJOR NEW STEPS IN DECOLONI- 
ZATION PROCESS WITHOUT CONSULTING HIS MINISTERS. HAVING 
OBSTINATELY RESISTED MINISTERS' URGINGS TO ACCEPT A 
PHASED PROGRAM LEADING EROM SELE-DETERMINATION TO 
INDEPENDENCE, SUDDENLY ON JULY 27 HE MADE SPEECH IN EEFECT 
LINKING SELF-DETERMINATION INEVITABLY WITH INDEPENDENCE AND THUS 
GOING MUCH FARTHER THAN MINISTERS HAD BEEN URGING. 

B. SPINOLA WANTED TO GOVERN PORTUGAL AS HE HAD 
PORTUGUESE GUINEA IN A PATERNAL FASHION. IN DOING SO, 

HE WAS OFTEN MERCURIAL, FREQUENTLY REVERSING HIS FIELD ON 
KEY DECISIONS. HE TRIED THROUGH PALMA CARLOS IN JULY TO 
BE POPULARLY ELECTED HIMSELF AND TO DELAY THE CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. THE SILENT MAJORITY DEMONSTRATION WAS 
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MEANT TO ACCOMPLISH THE SAME END: TO OBTAIN FOR HIM THE 
STRONG PRESIDENTIAL POWER WHICH DE GAULLE EXERCISED IN FRANCE. 

C. THE REST OF THE GOVERNMENT SAW THE SILENT MAJORITY 
DEMONSTRATION AS A VIOLENT POLITICAL CONFRONTATION, WHICH 
COULD HOPELESSLY DIVIDE THE COUNTRY. SPINOLA HIMSELF 

DID NOT PLOT ANY KIND OF COUP IN CONNECTION WITH DEMON- 
STRATION BUT OTHER RIGHT WIND FORCES WERE PLANNING AT 
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LEAST ISOLATED ATTEMPTS THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. 

D. AFM DID NOT SUPPORT SPINOLA ON DEMONSTRATION. SINCE HE HAD 
LOST THEIR CONFIDENCE AND HAD BEEN APPOINTED BY THEM, NOT POPU- 
LARLY ELECTED, HE CHOSE TO RESIGN. HE IS STILL, HOWEVER, ON 
FRIENDLY TERMS WITH COSTA GOMES, HAVING LUNCHED WITH 

HIM RECENTLY. SPINOLA WILL PROBABLY RUN FOR PRESIDENT. 

HE IS STILL VERY POPULAR, PARTICULARLY WITH LOWER CLASSES 
WHO WANT A FATHER FIGURE IN AUTHORITY. 

E. THE COMMUNISTS HAVE TRIED TO TAKE CREDIT FOR 
CANCELLATION OF THE DEMONSTRATION AND HAVE SOUGHT TO 
MAKE IT APPEAR THAT THEY ARE GETTING MORE INELUENTIAL 
IN GOVERNMENT. THIS IS, HOWEVER, INCORRECT. IN FACT, 

THE COALITION PARTIES, WHICH ARE CLOSER TO THE CENTER, 

REMAIN THE KEY. PORTUGAL IS GOING TO BE NEITHER A CHILE 
NOR A CUBA, BUT RATHER A SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY, HOPEFULLY 
WITH A LOYAL RIGHT WING OPPOSITION. RILATIONS BETWEEN 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT AND CHURCH ARE ON EVEN KEEL. 

GOVERNMENT LEADERS ARE NOT PANICKED BUT RATHER PRO- 
CEEDING COOLY WITH THEIR PROGRAMS. RIGHTISTS ARE STILL 
A PROBLEM, HOWEVER, AS INDICATED BY POSTERS APPEARING 
IN NORTH CALLING FOR GIANT PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA. 

F. THE NEW GOVERNMENT IS VIRTUALLY THE SAME AS 

THE OLD DESPITE RUMORS THAT IT HAS SHIFTED DISTINCTLY 
TO THE LEFT. OF THOSE SPINOLISTAS WHO LEFT GOVERNMENT, 

SANCHES OSARIO HAD TO GO BECAUSE HE ISSUED IN THE NAME 
OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT (WHICH SPECIFICALLY 
OPPOSED THE STATEMENT) AS APPEAL FOR THE BARRICADES 
TO BE REMOVED SO THAT THE "SILENT MAJORITY" DEMONSTRATION 
COULD TAKE PLACE. THE OTHER, DEFENSE MINISTER FIRMINO 
MIGUEL, WAS URGED BY ALL HIS CABINET COLLEAGUES TO STAY 
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BUT LEFT OUT OF PERSONAL LOYALTY TO SPINOLA. HE, 

HOWEVER, HAS JUST BEEN APPOINTED BY NEW GOVERNMENT 
TO TAKE PART IN A MISSION TO KINSHASA CONCERNING THE 
ANGOLAN PROBLEM, A MOVE HARDLY CONSISTENT WITH A SHARP 
LEFTIST SHIFT IN THE GOVERNMENT. OTHER SIGNS OF A MORE 
CENTRIST CHARACTER TO THE NEW REGIME: THE PROBABILITY 
THAT TWO SPINOLA APPOINTEES TO "CITIZEN" MEMBERSHIP OF 
THE COUNCIL OF STATE, BOTH OF WHOM ARE AMONG SPINOLA'S 
CLOSEST ASSOCIATES, COLONELS DURAO AND BRUNO, ARE NOW 
GOING TO ACCEPT COSTA GOMES' INVITATION TO STAY ON THE 
COUNCIL; THE APPOINTMENT TO THE COUNCIL OF STATE BY 
COSTA GOMES OF DR. TEIXEIRA RIBEIRO, A SOCIALIST BUT ON 
THE RIGHT WING, WHO IN PAST WAS FREQUENTLY CONSULTED 
ON FINANCIAL MATTERS BY SALAZAR, AND CANNOT BE CONSIDERED 
A LEFTIST. 
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G. NEW GOVERNMENT WILL REMAIN WESTERN ORIENTED 
AND STAY IN NATO WHILE KEEPING OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITMENTS. UPCOMING VISITS OP BRANDT AND OLAP PALME 
ARE INDICATIONS OP THIS. TRIP TO U.S. BY COSTA GOMES 
IS ALSO ESSENTIAL TO DEMONSTRATE CONTINUITY OF POREIGN 
POLICY. COSTA GOMES HAS A SOLID POSITION BECAUSE OP HIS 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT IN THE MILITARY. ONE APM MEMBER RECENTLY 
TOLD SOARES THAT 30 TO 40 PERCENT OP MILITARY ARE PRO- 
SPINOLA, 30 TO 40 PERCENT ARE ANTI-SPINOLA, BUT AT MINIMUM 
80 PERCENT ARE PRO-COSTA GOMES. 

SCOTT 
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